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Although the official press release from the Royal Dutch Federation of Equine Sports (KNHS) 

will not come out until October 16, 2013, we, the NVBP (Dutch Club of Bitless Riders) proudly 

announce that, as from April 1st 2014, the current bitless dressage classes for the first two levels, 

B (beginners) and L (light) will be integrated into the regular dressage classes. 

  

No longer are these going to be distinct bitless dressage classes with separately appointed judges 

but fully-integrated dressage classes open to all riders, bitted and bitless and judged by the 

regular jury members. Whether bitted or bitless, scores will depend solely on performance.  

Thanks to all members of the NVBP, we celebrate this marvellous news. We have changed the 

hitherto fixed opinion that bitless dressage is impossible. 

 

We fully expect that approval of bitless equipment for the lower levels of dressage will be 

extended to the M (middle) and Z (advanced) levels as soon as sufficient numbers of bitless 

riders have been promoted to level M.  For the NVBP this issue is no longer something we have 

to fight for as it is up to all bitless riders (in and outside the NVBP) to enter the regular dressage 

classes and show that they are just as good or even better than the bitted riders. 

 

The Netherlands are now the world leader in bitless dressage. We know many countries are 

striving for this same bitless dressage approval and we encourage their federations to contact the 

KNHS and learn about the Dutch experience. 

 

Naturally, we will not relax our efforts.  Although we have succeeded with bitless dressage for 

bitless driving, though progress has been made as far as demonstrating its practical validity, 

nothing has yet been achieved with regard to the rules. So we will keep up the good work. The 

struggle for the approval of bitless driving continues.  

 

The Board of the NVBP (Nederlandse Vereniging Bitloos Paardrijden = Dutch 

Club of Bitless Riders)  www.bitloos.nl 

Contact: info@bitloos.nl 

 

 

http://www.bitloos.nl/bitloos.php
mailto:info@bitloos.nl

